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Abstract

Accreditation is the process by which a public or private institution or university, in
order to determine that it meets the minimum predetermined criteria and standards,
evaluates the entire activity or a specific educational program quality, which is usually
referred to as the quality assurance process. Considering that there are many models in
the field of quality assurance, this study aims to investigate different quality assurance
models to find which model can better match the conditions of the higher education
system of Afghanistan. About 45 articles and quality assurance models from different
sources and sites related to different countries were analyzed using a descriptive-
analytical method. Among them, the quality assurance and accreditation models of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and the Northern Association of
Colleges and Schools (NSACS) in the United States, the Higher Education Quality
Assurance Agency (QAA) in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands University
Association (VSNU), the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (COPAES) in
Mexico, and the University Accreditation Council (UGC) in Chile were compare and
analyzed. Among these models, the ASEAN University Network (AUN) quality
evaluation model was found to be consistent with the conditions and facilities of
Afghanistan. The findings of this research indicate that this model focuses on the
importance of quality in higher education at the program level and is a comprehensive
quality assurance system in order to raise university standards and increase the quality
of education, research, and services. The AUN quality evaluation model at the program
level pays attention to the quality evaluation process at the university. The model has
15 criteria and 68 indicators that consider quality assurance at the program level
through quality evaluation of the university. The difference between this model and the
current model, which is being implemented by the Ministry of Higher Education of
Afghanistan in 11 criteria in public and private universities and higher education
institutions, is that this model examines the tactical level in more detail and precision.
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